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Troparion – Tone 3

Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad! For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. He has trampled down death
by death. He has become the first born of the dead. He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted to the
world// great mercy.

Troparion – Tone 1

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace! From thee shone the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God, enlightening those
who sat in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous Elder, thou didst accept in thine arms the ^Redeemer of our souls,
Who grants us the Resurrection!

Kontakion – Tone 3

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, leading us from the gates of death. On this day Adam exults as
Eve rejoices; with the Prophets and Patriarchs// they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power.

Kontakion – Tone 1

By Thy Nativity Thou didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb and didst bless Simeon’s hands, ^O Christ God. Now Thou hast come
and saved us through love. Grant peace to all Orthodox Christians, O only Lover of Man!

Prokeimenon – Tone 3
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
v: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!

Prokeimenon – Tone 3
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

Afterfeast of the Meeting of Our Lord in the Temple

On this first day of the Afterfeast of the Meeting of the Lord, the Church commemorates the righteous Simeon and Anna the
prophetess. The following words are ascribed to Christ in Ode 9 of the Canon: “I am not held by the Elder; it is I Who hold
him, for he asks Me for forgiveness.”

Holy, Righteous Simeon the God-Receiver

Righteous Simeon the God-Receiver was, according to the testimony of the holy Evangelist Luke, a just and devout man
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him (Luke 2:25). God promised him that he would not die
until the promised Messiah, Christ the Lord, came into the world.
Ancient historians tell us that the Egyptian pharaoh Ptolemy II Philadelphus (285-247 B.C.) wished to include texts of Holy
Scripture in the famous Library at Alexandria. He invited scholars from Jerusalem, and the Sanhedrin sent their wise men. The

Righteous Simeon was one of the seventy scholars who came to Alexandria to translate the Holy Scriptures into Greek. The
completed work was called “The Septuagint,” and is the version of the Old Testament used by the Orthodox Church.
Saint Simeon was translating a book of the Prophet Isaiah, and read the words: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive in the womb,
and shall bring forth a Son” (Is 7:14). He thought that “virgin” was inaccurate, and he wanted to correct the text to read
“woman.” At that moment an angel appeared to him and held back his hand saying, “You shall see these words fulfilled. You
shall not die until you behold Christ the Lord born of a pure and spotless Virgin.”
From this day, Saint Simeon lived in expectation of the Promised Messiah. One day, the righteous Elder received a revelation
from the Holy Spirit, and came to the Temple. It was on the very day (the fortieth after the Birth of Christ) when the All-Pure
Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph had come to the Temple in order to perform the ritual prescribed by Jewish Law.
When Saint Simeon beheld their arrival, the Holy Spirit revealed to him that the divine Child held by the All-Pure Virgin Mary
was the Promised Messiah, the Savior of the world. The Elder took the Child in his arms and said, “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy
servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the
face of all people, a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32).
There is a Christian epigram (Number 46) in “The Greek Anthology” which is addressed to Saint Simeon. It tells the righteous
Elder to receive the Child Who was born before Adam, and Who will deliver Simeon from this life and bring him to eternal
life. A similar idea is expressed in the Aposticha (Slavic use) for the Forefeast of the Nativity of the Lord (December 24). There
the Mother of God refers to her Son as “older than ancient Adam.”
Simeon blessed the All-Pure Virgin and Saint Joseph, and turning to the Mother of God he said, “Behold, this child is set for
the fall and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken against. Yea, a sword shall pierce through your
own soul also, that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35).
The holy Evangelist continues: “And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel of the tribe of Aser. She was
of a great age, and had lived with a husband for seven years from her virginity; and she was a widow of about eighty-four
years, who did not leave the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. And coming at that very hour,
also gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption at Jerusalem” (Luke 2:36-38).
The holy righteous Simeon the God-Receiver died at a great age (Tradition says he was 360). His holy relics were transferred
to Constantinople in the sixth century. His grave was seen by the Russian pilgrim Saint Anthony, the future Archbishop of
Novgorod (October 8) in 1200.

Holy, Righteous Anna the Prophetess

According to Saint Luke’s Gospel, “And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel of the tribe of Aser. She
was of a great age, and had lived with a husband for seven years from her virginity; and she was a widow of about eighty-four
years, who did not leave the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. And coming at that very hour,
also gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption at Jerusalem” (Luke 2:36-38).

Epistle: Timothy 1:15-17

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am
chief. However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to
those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is
wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28

Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a woman of Canaan came from
that region and cried out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demonpossessed.” But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries
out after us.” But He answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Then she came and
worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help me!” But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it
to the little dogs.” And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.”
Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was
healed from that very hour.

Service Schedule for the week of February 3

Today – 9:00 AM Sunday School, 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall
Saturday February 9 – 5:00 PM Vespers followed by Confession
Sunday February 10 – 9:00 AM Sunday School, 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in
Daria Hall

Weekly Giving
January 27 – 53 adults, 12 youth, $2,367

Parish Announcements
The Ladies Altar Society will have a meeting during Coffee Hour next Sunday, February 10.
The sign-up sheet for House Blessing is in the back of the church. Please include your name, phone number, and your
preferred date and time for Father’s visit. All house blessings must occur prior to Great Lent, which begins on March 11.
Please sign up to host coffee hour during 2019. See Melody Stavisky or Michael Toth.
nd
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Bible Study classes will be held on the 2 and 4 Wednesdays of each month at 7:00 PM in the church basement. The next
classes will be held on Wednesday February 13 and Wednesday February 27. All are welcome to attend!
Please remember to turn in your 2019 Stewardship Pledge Cards as soon as possible. They may be turned in to Nina Laushell,
Father Volodymyr, Ludwig Koerte, or Herman Meyer. Thank you.

