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Troparion – Tone 7
By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death. To the thief Thou didst open Paradise. For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change
weeping into joy, and Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that Thou art risen,// granting the world
great mercy.

Troparion – Tone 1

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance! Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians over their adversaries; and
by virtue of Thy Cross,// preserve Thy habitation!

Troparion – Tone 4

Thy lamb Euphemia calls out to Thee, O Jesus, in a loud voice: “I love Thee, my Bridegroom and in seeking Thee, I endure
suffering. In baptism I was crucified so that I might reign in Thee, and I died so that I might live with Thee. Accept me as a
pure sacrifice, for I have offered myself in love!” Through her prayers save our souls, since Thou art merciful!

Kontakion – Tone 7

The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, for Christ descended, shattering and destroying its powers. Hell is
bound, while the Prophets rejoice and cry: “The Savior has come to those in faith;// enter, you faithful, into the
Resurrection!”

Kontakion – Tone 4

Thou didst complete thy struggle well, all-praised Euphemia; even after death, thou pourest out healing on us for our
sanctification. We stand beside thy venerable relics to honor thy holy falling asleep, that in faith we may be delivered from
the weaknesses of our nature and obtain the grace of thy miracles.

Kontakion – Tone 4

As Thou wast voluntarily raised upon the Cross for our sake, grant mercy to those who are called by Thy Name, O Christ God;
make all Orthodox Christians glad by thy pow’r, granting them victories over their adversaries// by bestowing on them the
invincible trophy, Thy weapon of peace!

Prokeimenon – Tone 7

Extol the Lord our God: worship at His footstool for He is holy!
v: The Lord reigns, let the people tremble! (Ps 98/99:1)

Afterfeast of the Elevation of the Cross / Greatmartyr Euphemia the All-praised

From September 15 until the Leavetaking, we sing “O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. O son of God crucified
in the flesh, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia” at weekday Liturgies following the Little Entrance.
*****

The Holy Great Martyr Euphemia the All-Praised was the daughter of Christians, the senator Philophronos and Theodosia. She
suffered for Christ in the year 304 in the city of Chalcedon, on the banks of the Bosphorus opposite Constantinople.
The Chalcedon governor Priscus circulated an order to all the inhabitants of Chalcedon and its surroundings to appear at a
pagan festival to worship and offer sacrifice to an idol of Ares, threatening grave torments for anyone who failed to appear.
During this impious festival, 49 Christians were hidden in one house, where they secretly attended services to the True God.
The young maiden Euphemia was also among those praying there. Soon the hiding place of the Christians was discovered,
and they were brought before Priscus to answer for themselves. For nineteen days the martyrs were subjected to various
tortures and torments, but none of them wavered in their faith nor consented to offer sacrifice to the idol. The governor,
beside himself with rage and not knowing any other way of forcing the Christians to abandon their faith, sent them for trial to
the emperor Diocletian. He kept the youngest, the virgin Euphemia, hoping that she would not remain strong if she were all
alone.
Saint Euphemia, separated from her brethren in faith, fervently prayed the Lord Jesus Christ, that He strengthen her in her
impending ordeal. Priscus at first urged the saint to recant, promising her earthly blessings, but then he gave the order to
torture her.
The martyr was tied to a wheel with sharp knives, which cut her body. The saint prayed aloud, and as it happened, the wheel
stopped by itself and would not move even with all the efforts of the executioners. An angel of the Lord, came down from
Heaven, removed Euphemia from the wheel and healed her of her wounds. The saint gave thanks unto the Lord with
gladness.
Not perceiving the miracle that had occurred, the torturer ordered the soldiers Victor and Sosthenes to take the saint to a
red-hot oven. But the soldiers, seeing two fearsome angels in the midst of the flames, refused to carry out the order of the
governor and became believers in the God Whom Euphemia worshipped. Boldly proclaiming that they too were Christians,
Victor and Sosthenes bravely went to suffering. They were sent to be eaten by wild beasts. During their execution, they cried
out for mercy to God, asking that the Lord would receive them into the Heavenly Kingdom. A heavenly Voice answered their
cries, and they entered into eternal life. The beasts, however, did not even touch their bodies.
Saint Euphemia, cast into the fire by other soldiers, remained unharmed. With the help of God she emerged unharmed after
many other tortures and torments. Ascribing this to sorcery, the governor gave orders to dig out a new pit, and filling it with
knives, he had it covered over with earth and grass, so that the martyr would not notice the preparation for her execution.
Here also Saint Euphemia remained safe, easily passing over the pit. Finally, they sentenced her to be devoured by wild
beasts at the circus. Before execution the saint began to implore that the Lord deem her worthy to die a violent death. But
none of the beasts, set loose at her in the arena, attacked her. Finally, one of the she-bears gave her a small wound on the
leg, from which came blood, and immediately the holy Great Martyr Euphemia died. During this time there was an
earthquake, and both the guards and the spectators ran in terror, so that the parents of the saint were able to take up her
body and reverently bury it not far from Chalcedon.
A majestic church was afterwards built over the grave of the Great Martyr Euphemia. At this temple the sessions of the
Fourth Ecumenical Council took place in the year 451. At that time, the holy Great Martyr Euphemia confirmed the Orthodox
confession in a miraculous manner, and exposed the Monophysite heresy. Details of this miracle are related under July 11.
With the taking of Chalcedon by the Persians in the year 617, the relics of the holy Great Martyr Euphemia were transferred
to Constantinople (in about the year 620). During the Iconoclast heresy, the reliquary with the relics of Saint Euphemia
appears to have been thrown into the sea. Pious sailors recovered them. They were afterwards taken to the Island of Lemnos,
and in the year 796 they were returned to Constantinople.

Epistle: Galatians 2:16-20

Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus,
that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be
justified. But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of
sin? Certainly not! For if I build again those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For I through the law died
to the law that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 6:1-10

We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For He says: “In an
acceptable time I have heard You, and in the day of salvation I have helped You.” Behold, now is the accepted time; behold,
now is the day of salvation. We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed. But in all things we
commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, in stripes, in
imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings; by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by
the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand
and on the left, by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet well
known; as dying, and behold we live; as chastened, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

Gospel: Mark 8:34-9:1

When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to them, “Whoever desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?
Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” And
He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom
of God present with power.”

Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30

For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to
them. And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and
immediately he went on a journey. Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another
five talents. And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. But he who had received one went and dug in the
ground, and hid his lord’s money. After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. So he
who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have
gained five more talents besides them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a
few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ He also who had received two talents
came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ His lord said to
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.
Enter into the joy of your lord.’ Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man,
reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid
your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy
servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. So you ought to have
deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. Therefore take
the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have
abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant into
the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Service Schedule for the week of September 16

Today – 9:00 AM Sunday School, 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall
Saturday September 22 – 5:00 PM Vespers followed by Confession
Sunday September 23 – 9:00 AM Sunday School, 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by the Annual Parish
Picnic at the church picnic grounds in Hamilton, NJ

Weekly Giving
September 9 – 51 adults, 15 youth, $1,704

Parish Announcements

We will clean up the picnic grounds on Saturday September 22 starting at 9:00 AM. Please bring cleaning supplies, brooms,
dustpans, rakes, large trash bags, etc. The more hands helping, the quicker we will get done!
There will be a Senior R Club meeting today during coffee hour.
Pierogies will be made on Friday evening October 5 and Saturday morning October 6 as follows: Friday starting 9:00 AM –
chop and sauté onions, peel and boil potatoes; at 4:00 PM help will be needed to mash the potatoes and make the filling balls
for Saturday. Saturday we will start at 8:30 AM. Many hands are needed especially Saturday. If you can help on Friday
please call Nadja Nowicki at 609-695-2252.

FUNDRAISING:

If you order from Amazon on line, there is a way to help support St. Vladimir Church! Instead of going to amazon.com, go to
smile.amazon.com – the site works exactly the same as amazon.com, however, you can select to support St. Vladimir
Orthodox Church and we will receive 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases! There are a few St (no period
after St) Vladimir Orthodox Churches so make sure you select the one in Trenton – it should be at the top of the list. Funds
will be remitted directly to the church from Amazon. Thank you for your support! There are flyers on the table in the back of
the church.

