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The Nativity of our Most Holy Lady the
Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary
September 8, 2019
Troparion – Tone 3

Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad! For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. He has trampled down death
by death. He has become the first born of the dead. He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted to the
world// great mercy.

Troparion – Tone 4

Thy nativity, O Virgin, has proclaimed joy to the whole universe! The Sun of righteousness, Christ our God, has shone from
thee, O Theotokos. By annulling the curse, He bestowed a blessing.// By destroying death, He has granted us eternal life.

Kontakion – Tone 3

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, leading us from the gates of death. On this day Adam exults as
Eve rejoices; with the Prophets and Patriarchs// they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power.

Kontakion – Tone 4

By thy nativity, most pure Virgin, Joachim and Anna are freed from barrenness, Adam and Eve — from the corruption of
death. And we, thy people, freed from the guilt of sin, celebrate and sing to thee:// “The barren woman gives birth to the
Theotokos, the nourisher of our Life.”

Prokeimenon – Tone 6

O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance!
v: To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me!

Prokeimenon – Tone 3
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.

The Nativity of our Most Holy Lady the Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary

The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary: The Most Holy Virgin Mary was born at a
time when people had reached such a degree of moral decay that it seemed altogether impossible to restore
them. People often said that God must come into the world to restore faith and not permit the ruin of mankind.
The Son of God chose to take on human nature for the salvation of mankind, and chose as His Mother the All-Pure Virgin
Mary, who alone was worthy to give birth to the Source of purity and holiness.

The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary is celebrated by the Church as a day of universal joy.
Within the context of the Old and the New Testaments, the Most Blessed Virgin Mary was born on this radiant day, having
been chosen before the ages by Divine Providence to bring about the Mystery of the Incarnation of the Word of God. She is
revealed as the Mother of the Savior of the World, Our Lord Jesus Christ.
The Most Holy Virgin Mary was born in the small city of Galilee, Nazareth. Her parents were Righteous Joachim of the tribe of
the Prophet-King David, and Anna from the tribe of the First Priest Aaron. The couple was without child, since Saint Anna was
barren.
Having reached old age, Joachim and Anna did not lose hope in God’s mercy. They had strong faith that for God everything is
possible, and that He would be able to overcome the barrenness of Anna even in her old age, as He had once overcame the
barrenness of Sarah, spouse of the Patriarch Abraham. Saints Joachim and Anna vowed to dedicate the child which the Lord
might give them, to the service of God in the Temple.
Childlessness was considered among the Hebrew nation as a Divine punishment for sin, and therefore the righteous Saints
Joachim and Anna had to endure abuse from their own countrymen. On one of the feastdays at the Temple in Jerusalem the
elderly Joachim brought his sacrifice to offer to God, but the High Priest would not accept it, considering him to be unworthy
since he was childless.
Saint Joachim in deep grief went into the wilderness, and there he prayed with tears to the Lord for a child. Saint Anna wept
bitterly when she learned what had happened at the Jerusalem Temple. Never once did she complain against the Lord, but
rather she prayed to ask God’s mercy on her family.
The Lord fulfilled her petitions when the pious couple had attained to extreme old age and prepared themselves by virtuous
life for a sublime calling: to be the parents of the Most Holy Virgin Mary, the future Mother of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Archangel Gabriel brought Joachim and Anna the joyous message that their prayers were heard by God, and of them
would be born a most blessed daughter Mary, through Whom would come the Salvation of all the World.
The Most Holy Virgin Mary surpassed in purity and virtue not only all mankind, but also the angels. She was manifest as the
living Temple of God, so the Church sings in its festal hymns: “the East Gate... bringing Christ into the world for the salvation
of our souls” (2nd Stikhera on “Lord, I Have Cried”, Tone 6).
The Nativity of the Theotokos marks the change of the times when the great and comforting promises of God for the
salvation of the human race from slavery to the devil are about to be fulfilled. This event has brought to earth the grace of
the Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of Truth, piety, virtue and everlasting life. The Theotokos is revealed to all of us by grace as a
merciful Intercessor and Mother, to Whom we have recourse with filial devotion.

Epistle: Galatians 6:11-18

See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand! As many as desire to make a good showing in the flesh,
these would compel you to be circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For not even
those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh. But God
forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to
the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation. And as many as
walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. From now on let no one trouble me,
for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, by
which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you – unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to
you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and
that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that
He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen
asleep. After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out
of due time. For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church
of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly

than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and so
you believed.

Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal
with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And
being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the
cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Gospel: John 3:13-17

No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be saved.

Gospel: Matthew 19:16-26

Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” So He said
to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the
commandments.” He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “’You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You
shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ ’Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’ “ The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?” Jesus said to him,
“If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come,
follow Me.” But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. Then Jesus
said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to
you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. When His
disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said to
them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

Gospel: Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28

Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her
house. And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. But Martha was distracted with
much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore
tell her to help me.” And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things.
But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.” And it happened, as
He spoke these things, that a certain woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore
You, and the breasts which nursed You!” But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and
keep it!”

Service Schedule for the week of September 8

Today – 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall
Friday September 13 – 7:00 PM Vespers with Litya ELEVATION OF THE CROSS
Saturday, September 14 – 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy ELEVATION OF THE CROSS, 5:00 PM Vespers followed by
Confession
Sunday September 15 – 9:45 AM Hours, 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour in Daria Hall

Weekly Giving
September 1 – 52 adults, 13 youth, $1,686

Parish Announcements

Volunteers to host Coffee Hour are needed this month and going forward! It can be as simple as donuts, bagels, and coffee.
Please see Melody Stavisky or Michael Toth. Thank you!
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Bible Study classes are the 2 and 4 Wednesdays of each month at 7:00 PM. The next two will be on September 11 and
September 25.
There will be a Parish Council meeting on Tuesday, September 10, at 7:00 PM.
Church School will begin next Sunday, September 15 and will end June 6, 2020. Classes in Daria Hall start at 9:00 AM every
Sunday. If you plan for your child(ren) to attend, please contact either Father Volodymyr, Herman Meyer, or Melody
Stavisky.
On Saturday October 19 the Sunday School children will travel to St. Tikhon’s Seminary for a day visit. Any adults interested
in attending please see Father Volodymyr or Melody Stavisky. We will need parental chaperones as well.
All hands on deck – Nadja Nowicki is organizing a pierogi making session for Friday Oct. 4 and Saturday Oct. 5 as a church
fundraiser; times will be announced at a later date. Many hands are needed to roll, pinch, cook, and pack the pierogies.
Nadja is accepting monetary donations so she can purchase the ingredients. Thank you in advance for your help and
support!
A sign-up sheet is on the table in the Narthex for the annual church picnic, which will be held at the church picnic grounds on
Rt. 33 in Hamilton on Sunday September 22. The picnic will start approx. 1 hour after Divine Liturgy. Please make sure to
sign up so we can prepare enough food for everyone to enjoy. Remember that this is an event for our church family so we
respectfully ask that you do not invite your friends and neighbors. The church will provide the meats and we are asking for
donations for all other items – paper goods, beverages, water, beer, wine, plastic cutlery, salads, pickles, rolls (hot dog and
hamburger), condiments, desserts, chips, etc. Help will be needed to clean up the picnic grounds before hand – Father will
announce a schedule. Help will also be needed the morning of the picnic to set up and start cooking. Please speak with
Father or Herman to let them know your availability.

